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GOI attempts to identify security shortcomings in the aftermath of the December 8 bombings
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Iraqi lawmakers conduct probe into the December 8 attacks
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 There are approximately 295,000 Iraqi refugees currently registered with UNHCR in 

neighboring countries.  There are likely significant  numbers of  unregistered refugees as 

well.   UNHCR reports that 1.5 million Iraqis displaced by sectarian violence following the 

Samarra Mosque bombing of February 2006  remain internally displaced in Iraq. 

 In FY09, the State Department’s Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration contributed 

$ 303.4 million to international organizations and nongovernmental organizations to assist 

displaced Iraqis inside the country and in the region.  

 Since the program's inception in FY07, 37,573 Iraqi refugees have been admitted for U.S. 

resettlement, an increase of 622 since the last report.  The U.S. admitted 18,838 Iraqi 

refugees in FY09.

 As of September 2009, a total of 1,606 Special Immigrant Visa (SIVs) have been issued for 

Iraqi translators and interpreters (and their dependents) since FY07 (under the Section 1059 

program).  

 As of September 2009, a total of 3,028 SIVs have been issued for Iraqis employed by or on 

behalf of the U.S. government (and their dependents) since FY08 (under the Section 1244 

program).  

 Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced July 24 that the United States was contributing 

more than $100 million in new assistance to support the return and reintegration of 

displaced Iraqis.
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Oil prices are rising, but exports below 2009 targets
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Successful second bid  round  potentially establishes Iraq as top tier oil producer
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Economic Indicator This Week Last Week Last Month Last Year

Iraqi Commercial Bond Sales

Price (USD) $75.59 $75.38 $75.34 $66.08

Yield 8.46% 8.48% 8.49% 10.96%
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Mayor of Baghdad  finalizes housing and commercial facilities contracts
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 Electricity supply from the grid  December 6 -12 was 13% above the year-earlier 

period and met 69% of estimated demand, compared with 65% for the earlier period. 
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The GOI and USG continue security cooperation
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The Iraq Civil Defense Department with the assistance of  PRT Ninewa recently 

completed the installation of  a Civil Defense Warning System in Mosul. The early warning 

system is designed to alert residents of  Ninewa province of  impeding disasters. The 

system was specifically built to address the dangers posed by the deteriorating Mosul damn 

which represents a direct threat to the residents of  Mosul in the event of  a catastrophic 

failure.  In coordination with PRT Ninewa work began in March 2009 to install eight new 

sirens, solar panels and an emergency warning system in Mosul.  The completed system 

has been tested and received positive reviews from city officials and its residents. 

Iraqi judges, police and other rule of  law officials from Dhi Qar and Muthanna provinces 

attended the inaugural southern region Rule of  Law Conference organized by Dhi Qar PRT and 

the Army 4th Brigade 1st Armored Division.  The conference focused on ways provincial leaders 

could improve the rule of  law in their provinces and ways in which to improve coordination 

between the police and judicial branches.  Participants engaged in an open discussion moderated 

by Professor Maitham from the Dhi Qar University Law Faculty in order to identify rule of  law 

issues on which to focus their efforts.  The conference concluded with a general agreement to 

meet again to track the provinces’ progress in meeting their goals. 
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